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49) o)1, "u]7H20204-2- 52 =3} A 7L 148-1510014] AQ1E-
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199214 19934 19944 199514 19964 19974
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1998 199914 20001 20014 20024 20034
207,951 216,080 187156 186,959 182,230 155,767
2004 20054 20064 2007\ 20084 2009
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20104 20114 201214 2013 20144 20154
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20164 20174 =7
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T 7|12 EAE 201604 12¢ 199 B
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- ol Eatl]
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=ul 10,154 10,588 7619 23.2 22.8 15.5
=i 8,505 8,446 9,676 19.4 18.2 19.7
i 2,885 5,015 3,890 6.6 10.8 7.9
= 86 129 84 0.2 0.3 0.2
| 210 104 76 05 0.2 0.2
= 28 45 66 0.1 0.1 0.1
o1 ESmi 7 4 3 0.0 0.0 0.0
7|Et 225 196 139 0.5 0.4 0.3
Emi=] 21,735 21,826 27499 49.6 471 56.1
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Abstract

History and Suggestions for the Accumulation of Korean
Military Missions

Kyu Chul Lee

This study aims to identify the unique points implied in the
history of Korean military mission accumulation and to make
several suggestions for maximizing the total factor productivity of
successful military mission, The 77-year history of Korean military
mission accumulation, which began with the establishment of the
Korean Armed Forces by lay Christian comrades, contains unique
points that are currently ongoing and being advocated and
accelerated through the full cooperation of the Korean church,

In order to maximize the total factor productivity that realizes
the vision of Korean military mission, both the Korean Military
Chaplaincy Corps and the Korean Military Mission Association
should focus on ‘strengthening the mission rearmament
movement, aspiration for revival, strengthening preaching
capacity, strengthening the contact point of the gospel, promoting
feasible program plans, and preparing for “The Post-Vision 2030

movement,



Key Words
The History of Korean Military Mission Accumulation, Vision
2020 Movement, Vision 2030 Movement, The Post-Vision 2030

Movement, The Total Factor Productivity
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Abstract

The Identity and Role of the ROK Military Chaplain
-centering around ‘being of ministry’ and ‘ministry of being'-

Joseph Jeon

This research conceptualizes the identity and role of ROK
military chaplains as ‘being of ministry’ and ‘ministry of being’
and examines them based on the above conceptualization,
Military chaplains are ministers of existential pastoral care who
go beyond the functional and professional existence of being
in charge of pastoral care such as worship, Holy sacraments,
preaching, Bible study, prayer, evangelism, discipleship training,
visitation, pastoral counseling, church administration and
miscellaneous ceremonies, and who always exist with soldiers to
provide comfort, trust and spiritual stability, This is based on the
theology of Tmmanuel,; which symbolizes the presence of God,
and its theological prototype can be confirmed in the pastoral
theology of the good shepherd when he is with the sheep in John
10:11, and the companionship ministry of the Apostle Paul based
on the Acts of the Apostles and 2 Timothy., Historically, military
chaplains have been present on the battlefield, providing courage
and comfort to soldiers, from the ancient Roman army and the

medieval Crusades to the modern British and American armies,
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In addition, as a ministry based on relationships, the chaplain
acts as an ‘emotional refuge’ for soldiers due to their frequent
visibility and easy accessibility, This provides a psychological and
spiritual safety zone where soldiers can express their feelings
and thoughts to the chaplain and receive comfort, support and
encouragement regardless of the rigid hierarchical relationship
and command structure, The ‘ministry of being is explained
through the concepts of ‘vicarious religion” and ‘diffusive
Christianity” as a preliminary stage of evangelism. The existence
of a military chaplain goes beyond the symbolic meaning of a
priest performing holy work in a chapel, and can be said to be
a spiritual sign that allows soldiers to experience human dignity
and God’s companionship that are not abandoned even in combat
situations. As in the case of the US military, military chaplains
sharing daily spaces with soldiers and accompanying them at
all times is an example of ontological ministry and enhances
the morale and solidarity of the entire unit, In conclusion, this
research suggests through literature and theological analysis that
today’s military chaplains are not just performers of religious rites,
but ontological ministers who provide care and healing with their
very existence, and that the ‘ministry of existence’ is what the

military demands and is the core of military ministry,
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Abstract

An Interim Evaluation and Tasks of the Vision 2030 Action
Movement: Focusing on a Comparison with the Vision 2020
Action Movement and a Survey Analysis

Jin Sub Wi

This study evaluates the Vision 2030 Action Movement in
comparison with the Vision 2020 Action Movement in the field
of Korean military mission theology. Vision 2020 achieved
remarkable results through large-scale baptism campaigns but
exposed structural limitations in discipleship and post-service
settlement, Vision 2030, launched in 2021 under the slogan
“One Soul to Christ, One Million Soldiers to the Korean Church,”
emphasized baptism, discipleship, and sending. However,
survey findings revealed a clear gap between its vision and field
implementation: while participants affirmed the movements spirit,
they did not perceive it as effectively realized,

This paper argues that the evangelistic legacy of Vision
2020 and the sending spirit of Vision 2030 must be inherited,
yet structural issues—such as the excessive burden on
military chaplains, reliance on voluntary dedication, and weak
performance systems-must be addressed, Future military mission
should strengthen the tri-fold structure of baptism, discipleship,

and sending, foster cooperation with the Korean church, and



develop sustainable strategies in response to changing contexts,
including Defense Innovation 4.0 and the pluralistic values of MZ-
generation soldiers, Ultimately, military mission must serve as a
vital bridge for the future of Korean church youth ministry and as

a strategic avenue for advancing God’s Kingdom,

Key Words
Vision 2020 Movement, Vision 2030 Movement, Military Mission,

Baptism

=& 7|3 Xt Email
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Psychological Analysis of Rejection Sensitivity in Soldiers and
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2) Alva Tang et al.,, “Autonomic Reactivity to Social Rejection, Peer Difficulties and
the Buffering Effects of Adolescent Friendships Following Early Psychosocial
Deprivation,” Emotion 22/2 (2022), 318-330.
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3) Mia Foxhall et al., “The Link between Rejection Sensitivity and Borderline
Personality Disorder,” TBJCP 58/3 (2019), 289-326.

4) Zeynep 1. Demircio lu & Asl Géncii-Kése, “Antecedents of Problematic Social Media
Use and Cyberbullying among Adolescents,” AJDPDPI 42/35 (2023), 31091-31109.

5) E. Kross, T. Egner, K. Ochsner, J. Hirsch & G. Downey, “Neural Dynamics of
Rejection Sensitivity,” Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 19 (2007), 945.
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7) Chunxi Liang et al,, “Developmental Pathway from Childhood Abuse to Adolescent

Peer Victimization,” Journal of Youth and Adolescence 52/11 (2023), 2370-2383.

8) Frank Euteneuer et al., “Childhood Emotional Maltreatment and Sensitivity to Social
Rejection in Emerging Adults,” Child Abuse & Neglect 149 (2024), 106604.
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and Rejection Sensitivity in Mental Health and Substance Use among Adolescents,”
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Intersection of Psychology & Theology (Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press,
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22) Foxhall et al,, “The Link between Rejection Sensitivity and Borderline Personality
Disorder,” 289-326.
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Abstract

Psychological Analysis of Rejection Sensitivity in Soldiers and

Counseling Strategies for Military Chaplains

Joseph Jeon

This research is a literature review that examines the
psychological aspects of rejection sensitivity among military
personnel and explores pastoral counseling strategies for
military chaplains, In the highly structured and hierarchical
environment of the military, service members are subject to
continuous evaluation and frequently experience various forms
of rejection. Those with high rejection sensitivity may suffer from
psychological withdrawal and interpersonal difficulties, which
can negatively impact their adjustment to military life and overall
mental well-being,

While rejection is a common human experience, its
psychological effects can be more pronounced in the military
context, Some service members may exhibit extreme emotional
fluctuations or adopt passive attitudes in executing orders, If left
unaddressed, these issues can escalate into unit conflicts and
hinder post-service social adaptation, Consequently, military

chaplains must provide pastoral counseling interventions that



help service members process and overcome their rejection
experiences in a healthy manner,

Rejection sensitivity is often rooted in insecure attachment,
which can be reactivated in military life, Counseling efforts
should assess service members™ attachment styles and their
responses to rejection in order to develop tailored therapeutic
interventions, Individuals with secure attachment tend to exhibit
lower rejection sensitivity, whereas those with high rejection
sensitivity are more prone to repetitive negative interpretations of
rejection experiences, This can undermine trust within military
units and hinder the formation of effective teamwork,

Military counseling should also examine the relationship
between rejection experiences and self-esteem among service
members, offering support through faith-based communities and
counseling programs to foster positive self-concept development.
Christian service members, in particular, may interpret
unanswered prayers as divine rejection, leading to psychological
distress and spiritual struggles. Military chaplains should provide
counseling that reinforces their faith in God’s love and protection,

Cognitive-behavioral therapy techniques such as self-
acceptance, exposure therapy, and imagery techniques—have
been shown to be effective in alleviating rejection sensitivity, In
the military setting, counseling should integrate individual therapy

with group counseling and faith-based community activities to



support service members in overcoming rejection, Ultimately,
chaplains should guide service members in reaffirming their self-
worth through faith and cultivating the inner resilience necessary
to cope with rejection.,

Since rejection sensitivity is a consequence of underlying
psychological factors rather than an isolated issue, efforts should
focus on fostering a positive self-concept through faith and
instilling the courage to overcome rejection experiences. A
combined approach of pastoral counseling and psychological
interventions will serve as an effective solution in military

counseling settings,

Key Words
Rejection Sensitivity, Counseling and Psychotherapy, Pastoral

Counseling, Military Chaplain, Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy
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Abstract

A study on successful cases and principles of the leadership
succession of the Bible

Yong Rak Lee

Major leaders who are looking at the examples of successful
leadership succession of the Bible have always know the changes
of the times and prepared for the generations to come. They
were interested in finding the leaders of the next generation and
trained the emerging leaders to play a role with the changes
of the times, There were no adverse effects on their leadership
succession process, Looking at the cases of Moses and Joshua,
Samuel and David, Eljjah and Elisa, Banaba and Paul, Banaba and
Mark, Paul and Timothy, they have the following characteristics.

First, they shared a common purpose through leadership
succession, The common purpose here is values and visions.
Leadership change in which the core values and visions pursued
by the organization are not inherited will only cause great
confusion, Second, the successful leadership succession of the
Bible proceeded sequentially, Sudden leadership change can
cause great confusion to members of the organization, However,

sequential transitions have the advantage of developing next



generation leadership and stabilizing the organization, Third, the
law of example was applied to the succession of leadership in the
Bible. The character who successfully succeeded in leadership
was verified for their ability to perform their duties and did not
lose trust from the members of the organization, The reason is
that they set examples not only in faith but also in ethical aspects.

Leadership succession is very important and time-consuming,
This is because each leader changes the system and culture of
organization, Therefore, the larger the organization, the more
detailed the leadership succession work should be to prevent
confusion caused by the leadership transition, If the leadership
succession fails, it cannot actively cope with the changes of the
times, The great leaders in the Bible recognized and prepared the
importance of leadership succession. If there is a method used
to most exemplary in leadership succession, it is mentoring and
empowerment,

Leadership transition has two sides of crisis and opportunity,
This is due to the emergence of a new leader that causes
many changes in the entire organization, including the system,
culture, work method and manpower management within the
organization. Therefore, it is natural for serious confusion to
occur if the process of leadership succession is ignored or the
leadership transition occurs without any communication between

the predecessor and the successor, Now, the church should apply
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on leadership succession with a proper method and the principle
of leadership succession of the Bible while understanding the

importance of the leadership,

Key Words
Leadership, Organization, Leadership succession, Leadership

transition, Mentoring, Empowerment
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Abstract

Healing Preaching Integrating Counseling Processes

Nam Gi Ahn

This paper explores the premise that while preaching and
counseling are inherently distinct disciplines, preaching that
incorporates the flow and principles of counseling can offer a
healing experience to the congregation, In the current Korean
church context—marked by internal conflicts, church-leaving
phenomena, and collective trauma intensified by COVID-19—a
message of healing and reconciliation is urgently needed,

This study revisits existing theories of counseling preaching
and proposes characteristics of healing preaching that integrates
counseling processes, enabling listeners to experience the
gospel existentially, First, it emphasizes beginning with a deep
understanding of the congregation’s real-life situations, Second,
it examines sermon structures that help the audience recognize
their need for transformation and healing. Third, it highlights
the preacher’s reflective attitude, empathic response, and the
significance of nonverbal elements. Fourth, it discusses the
hermeneutical process in which the biblical text encounters the

listeners’ stories, generating transformative healing moments,
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Finally, the study underscores that the core of healing preaching
lies in the preacher’s authentic pastoral relationship beyond the
pulpit.

This paper concludes that healing preaching is not merely
a thematic approach but a pastoral practice rooted in the
preacher’s integrity, genuine empathy, and the transformative
power of the gospel. It suggests that such preaching can be a
conduit for the Korean church to proclaim God’s comfort and

restoration to a wounded society,

Keywords
Healing Preaching, Counseling Preaching, Empathy, Counseling

Flow, Pastoral Care
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Abstract

Identifying the motivations of ROK Army soldiers attending
worship services for military ministry evangelical strategy
development

Jung In Lim, Se Jun Jeong

This study was conducted to identify the motivations behind
Army soldiers” attendance at military church services and to
develop a military mission strategy based on these findings., A
total of 1,095 soldiers serving in forward-deployed divisions in
2019 and 368 soldiers serving in local defense divisions in 2023
participated in the survey, Participants answered questions
regarding their reasons for attending and not attending military
church services (worship services) and demographic information,
The results were analyzed through the lens of holistic mission and
theology of incarnational communication,

Key findings are as follows: First, motivations for attending
worship services varied by rank. Privates and privates first class
were primarily motivated by intrinsic reasons, such as achieving
peace of mind, whereas corporals and sergeants attended for
extrinsic reasons, notably the offering of tasty snacks, Second,
motivations also varied by religious identity, Non-religious soldiers

consistently attended services for extrinsic motivation, while



oA e S QT |7 ALl ofd A S7] &l | 307

Protestant soldiers were drawn by the essential aspects of religion,
although extrinsic motivations were not insignificant, Third,
even among baptized soldiers, many abstained from attending
services due to reasons of convenience and lack of personal time,
Furthermore, a noteworthy number of soldiers baptized after
enlistment did not identify their religious identity as Protestant,
Based on these findings, a tailored military missionary strategy
was developed, targeting soldiers according to rank, religious
identity, and baptism status, Finally, limitations of the study and

suggestions for future research were presented.

Key Words
ROK Army soldiers, Holistic Mission, Theology of Incarnational

Communication, Motivations of Attending Worship Service
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Implications for Christian Soldiers of
Kierkegaard’s View on Suffering

» 710]4] Ph. D*

Abstract

This paper explores the existential and theological significance of
suffering in the life of Christian soldiers through a Kierkegaardian
perspective, Kierkegaard regards suffering and despair not as
accidents to be explained away but as essential dimensions of
human existence, He characterizes human beings as “in—between”
existences—oscillating between finitude and infinity, temporality
and eternity—and interprets despair as the universal condition
of such existence, In this light, the life of a Christian soldier can
be understood as an in—between state, akin to Holy Saturday,
suspended between the suffering of the cross and the hope of
resurrection, Military service, often experienced as a period of
hardship and interruption, is reinterpreted as a mode of existence
that reveals both the curse and the privilege of human despair, By
refusing premature consolation or escape, Kierkegaard provides a
theological anthropology that embraces suffering as the paradoxical
path toward authentic selfhood and faith,

Key Words

Kierkegaard, Soldier, Existence in—between, Despair, Theodicy,
Holy Saturday
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Introduction

For human beings, the problem of suffering is one that
we desire to understand and explain, yet it ultimately resists
clarification, The suffering of Job, who could not know why he
had to endure affliction; the 230,000 who perished in the tsunami
in Indonesia in 2004; the 100million who died in the wars of
the twentieth century; and the countless personal and familial
sufferings that occur through accidents in daily life—all these are
beyond words, We encounter numerous natural disasters and
tragic events and face suffering directly, Yet no matter how many
theories we develop, in the end we arrive at the conclusion that
the problem of suffering cannot be fully explained, In One Word
Only, Lord by Park Wan-seo, how could one explain the death of
her son, a medical student, who died in a car accident at such a
young age? Park cries out to God, pleading for at least one word
of explanation, for some reason. But she hears nothing. The only
response that emerges is: “Why should you alone be exempt
from suffering?” Everyone is subject to suffering, And the reasons
cannot be spoken, Only pain and tears remain to fill that space.”

Throughout history, theology and philosophy have attempted
to give an account of suffering. In the wake of the Lisbon

earthquake of 1755, Leibniz formulated theodicy—an attempt

1) Park Wan-seo, Hanmalssumman Hasoseo [One Word Only, Lord] (Seoul: Hyundae
Munhak, 1989).
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to justify God.? The question was: what does an omnipotent
God do in the midst of suffering? In The Problem of Pain, C. S.
Lewis similarly asks, “If God is good and omnipotent, why does
suffering exist in the world?”® Buddhism interprets suffering in
terms of karma and retribution,” while Christianity has often
explained it teleologically or pedagogically, as part of God’s holy
plan or discipline through suffering.®’ Process theology, on
the other hand, argues that God does not control everything
absolutely but changes with the world, existing within the very
process of suffering.®

In common, most theological theodicies and philosophical
discourses seek explanation, They try to clarify the causes of
suffering, its relation to an omnipotent God, and to conclude
that no fault lies with God. Such discussions assume that the
problem of suffering can be explained and tend to imply that
humans might seek exemption from it, In order to avoid suffering,
they attempt to rationalize it. Against this, Kierkegaard takes a

different stance. He regards suffering as an essential aspect of

2) Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Essays on Theodicy: On the Goodness of God, the
Freedom of Man and the Origin of Evil, trans, E. M, Huggard (La Salle: Open Court,
1985).

3) C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain (New York: HarperOne, 2001),

4) Damien Keown, Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1996), 48-56,

5) John Hick, Evil and the God of Love (New York: Harper & Row, 1960).

6) Charles Hartshorne, The Divine Relativity: A Social Conception of God (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1948),
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human existence, even considering the human being who does
not despair to be in a cursed state. Rather than evade, solve, or
explain away the problem of suffering, Kierkegaard accepts it as a
mode of human existence,

This perspective provides important insight for Christian
soldiers, Military service is a time of suffering—a compulsory
duty from which some try to escape illegally if they can. Yet
Kierkegaard does not see life’s suffering as something to be
evaded or excused, Suffering (despair) may appear like a curse, but
it is within that reality that one discovers the self and the essence
of human existence,” Furthermore, Kierkegaard’s view of human
beings as “intermediate” beings helps to interpret the time and
existence of military life as one caught in-between within the
ordinariness of daily life,

Kierkegaard understands human beings as in-between
existences—oscillating like a pendulum between infinity and
finitude, necessity and contingency, eternity and temporality,®
Human beings, recognizing their finitude, long for eternity, yet
as finite beings they do not know what eternity is. They pursue
eternity, but the eternity they know is only that which is revealed

within their finitude; they can neither touch nor articulate it, They

7) Seren Kierkegaard, The Sickness unto Death, trans. Alastair Hannay (London:
Penguin, 1989), 13.

8) Alastair McKinnon, “Kierkegaard’s Dialectic of the Infinite and the Finite,” Religious
Studies 4, no. 2 (1969): 187-201,
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seek, yet do not know what they are seeking, Thus Kierkegaard
sees human beings as a different kind of dialectical existence from
Hegel’s, defined in the tension between pursuit and ignorance, As
Kierkegaard writes: “The self is a relation that relates itself to itself
or is the relation’s relating itself to itself in the relation; the self is
not the relation but is the relation’s relating itself to itself”?

Kierkegaard calls this distinctive mode of existence despair,
Despair is not a psychological state of hopelessness but the
existential condition of the in-between being who oscillates
between the infinite and the finite. It is universal and
epistemological. Human despair arises when the finite creature
stands before eternity and realizes that it cannot reach it,'”

This understanding also offers a new perspective on the
problem of suffering. For human beings, suffering is not a curse
imposed on sinful humanity, Kierkegaard explains that despair is
a characteristic unique to human beings, not granted to animals,
Only beings who can look toward eternity can despair,'"
Likewise, suffering is recognized as suffering only by humans;
this recognition itself is a privilege. Suffering is not something to
be avoided or excused but accepted as a constitutive dimension

of existence,

9) Kierkegaard, The Sickness unto Death, 13,
10) Ihid., 2230,

11) Anthony Rudd, Kierkegaard and the Limits of the Ethical (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1993), 4549.
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From Kierkegaard’s perspective, the Christian soldier’s life in
the military can be understood as akin to Holy Saturday—a time
in-between the suffering of the cross and the glory of Easter,'?
The soldier’s life is not one of suffering alone, but neither is it
already translated into the glory of the resurrection. We know
the victory and glory of resurrection, yet life remains in the midst
of suffering. Kierkegaard’s understanding of the in-between life
thus provides profound insight for Christian soldiers, Soldiers are
placed in a unique environment, separated from the ordinariness
of everyday life, Military service, as an in-between time of life, is
often remembered only as suffering, as a painful interruption of
one’s career or personal history, Yet for Kierkegaard, it is simply
one mode of human existence. Those who do not find themselves
within the paradox of in-between life—those who are in despair
yet unaware of it—cannot attain glory,

A Kierkegaardian, existential-philosophical understanding of
the Christian soldiers in-between life ensures that their time of
service is not spent in vain, Nor does it allow them to prematurely
transfer themselves into the glory of resurrection in such a way
that present life is ignored. Rather, it enables a life of faith that
remains faithful to the pain of present reality while also living in

hope of glory,"

12) Jiirgen Moltmann, The Crucified God (London: SCM Press, 1974), 278-283.

13) Merold Westphal, Becoming a Self: A Reading of Kierkegaard’s Concluding
Unscientitic Postscript (West Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 1996), 112-118,
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1. The differences of dialectics of Hegel and Kierkegaard

The philosophy of Kierkegaard is the result of dialogue with
that of Hegel. To understand the philosophy of Kierkegaard it
is necessary compare the dialectics of Kierkegaard and that of
Hegel. Both of them insisted dialectical viewpoint, but their
contents and developments are different, Hegel supported the
Western superiority and the historical progressive point of view by
philosophy at the dawn of modern civilization, As he pushed the
wheel of modern history believing as the revelation of absolute
spirit, Kierkegaard tried to stop the cruel wheel of imperialism
and universalism and to regain the meaning of humanity and self
disappeared. The philosophy of Kierkegaard stood against the
philosophy of Hegel. In first chapter, T would like to point out
several differences,

Firstly, the dialectics of Hegel is about how to become synthesis
from conflicts, Thesis and antithesis crash and conflict each other
seriously, but both of them slowly approach to another form,
synthesis, The conflicts of thesis and antithesis deny each other,
but in the long run they affirm each other and create another
thesis, synthesis. His dialectical philosophy is balanced between
dynamic denial and affirmation,

Contrary to Hegel, the dialectics of Kierkegaard does not
reach synthesis, There are only endless tension and dynamic

movement, It made thesis and antithesis paradoxically coexist,
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For example, the conflicting of infinite and finite does not reach
at another synthesis. There are only severe tension and paradox.
When finite face infinite, it seeks infinite beyond finite, This
movement moves another direction. When finite faces infinite
beyond understanding, finite is frustrated before infinite,"” Finite
recognizes nothing but its restriction and limitation, Its dialectical
movement does not stop here, It dreams infinite again in spite
of finite, The confliction between infinite and finite does not
create synthetic result, but it keep oscillating between finite and
infinite, Infinite is absolute infinite because of finite, and finite
is unavoidable finite because of infinite, The nonnegotiable
confliction with infinite and finite cannot be solved. It preserves
their tensions forever,

Secondly, the dialectical philosophy of Hegel is the movement
within universe, It composes of synthesis through the process of
thesis, antithesis, and the synthesis become different thesis and
begins another dialectical movement of conflicting with antithesis
and reaches another synthesis, It progresses and develops in
history. He thinks of history as the procedure of accomplishing
absolute spirit, History is progressing toward holy purpose.
However, the dialectical philosophy of Kierkegaard is different. It
is one dimensional, There is clash between thesis and antithesis,

but there is no synthesis like Hegel’s philosophy. Finite face with

14) Ibid., 30,
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infinite, but each of them does not change into synthesis, Its
movement keeps oscillating between thesis and antithesis. The
conflicts between infinite and finite still remain as it is, Infinite
and finite, necessity and possibility, eternity and temporality
remain with tension,

Thirdly, while the philosophy of Hegel is historical and
universal, that of Kierkegaard is individual and existential, The
philosophy of Hegel was one of the motive powers enabling the
development of history and Western civilization, He thought of
history as the place of accomplishing presence of absolute spirit;
history is gradually progressing and escaping from the ignorance
of past to the peak point of history, It is moving from age of
religion to age of reason, Hegel regarded his contemporary as the
peak point of history. History is the history of realization of the
revelation of absolute spirit. The accomplishing moment was in
front of him. Because of his optimistic viewpoint on his nation
and history, his philosophy was extolled as the state philosophy.
He was very optimistic of human ability,

However, at the same time when Hegel had affected strongly
on history with his philosophy of history, he lost other important
things among the extreme stream of universal philosophy.
His optimistic universal philosophy made use of humans just
as means, There was no room for human individual self and

existence, The purpose of Kierkegaard’s philosophy is to find
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the lost self and individuality, His existentialism is the lifelong
procedure of seeking him/herself, It is becoming and endless
process, “The self is not the relation but is the relation’s relation
itself to itself.”"® Kierkegaard’s concern is not history but self
which was lost and exploited by the universal history and the

wheel of nationalism,

2. The dialectical stance of human beings

The dialectical philosophy of Kierkegaard as the lifelong
procedure of seeking self brings about his unique human view.
He thinks of humans as the middle beings oscillating between
infinite and finite, necessity and possibility, and eternity and
temporality, “A human being is a synthesis of the infinite and the
finite, of the temporal and the eternal, of freedom and necessity,
in short a synthesis”'® Synthesis he is using is not like that of
Hegel. It is to tell the paradoxical stance of humans. Humans
embody two nonnegotiable conflicting poles. Humans are
existence wandering between infinite and finite. The superior
reason of human to animal is not standing erect ability but able
to see the eternity, Humans are dialectical existence moving
backward and forward like pendulum between infinite and finite,

Humans paradoxically belong to the both infinite and finite,

15) Ibid., 13,
16) Ibid.
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Humans are the middle beings standing between them, Humans
who recognize their finite begin to seek the eternity, but finite
humans do not know what infinite is, Because of their ignorance
of what they are seeking to and what they are, they recognize
only one fact that they are finite. They begin to despair, In other
words, when they try to approach to eternity, the only destiny
waiting for them is to realize their limitation, However, there is
paradox. Because of their finiteness, they begin to seek eternity
again, Although they seek eternity, humans are ignorant what
eternity is. Even less, they do not know what they are seeking.
It is irony that they are asking what they do not know what it
is, To ask they have to know what they are asking, but they do
not know what they are asking, and what they should ask, Finite
human beings do not know infinite. In spite of human finiteness,
humans keep asking what they do not know, and what they
cannot know, Humans have special aspect able to dream eternity,
but as soon as they meet eternity, they cannot but despair before
the deep unknowable eternity,"”

Kierkegaard’s paradoxical anthropology between eternity
and temporality, infinity and finite is supported by his unique
dialectical conception. His paradoxical view point does not regard
the paradoxical human stance limited by space and time as curse,

Humans can dream eternity not in spite of human limitation,

17) Ibid., 30,



but because of their limitation. The finiteness of humans is not
the obstacle of approaching eternity. Because of it, humans
can realize their limitation and can dream something delimited
beyond limitation.

The uniqueness of Kierkegaard’s dialectical anthropology
describes the journey of seeking eternity as the endless process.
“The self is a relation that relates itself to itself or is the relation’s
relating itself to itself in the relation; the self is not the relation
but is the relation’s relating itself to itself”'® Self is becoming one
relating to the process of finding out the real self. Self is not given
without any efforts or something out of here, It is brought about
by relating self to relation with self seeking out self, Despair is

essential thing on the way of finding self,

3. Despair

Kierkegaard differentiates three kinds of despair, “Despair is a
sickness of the spirit, of the self, and accordingly can take three
forms: in despair not to be conscious of having a self (not despair
in the strict sense); in despair not to will to be oneself; in despair to
will to be oneself”"?

The Universality of Despair

Kierkegaard points out the universality of despair, Regardless

18) Ihid., 13,
19) 1bid.
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of conscious or unconscious of despair, human beings are in
despair, Like patients who do not know that they are sick.
They are sick despite of present health. Although there are no
symptoms, diseases are already located in their body.?? “Not
being in despair, not being, conscious of being in despair, is
precisely a form of despair.”?" Despair of Kierkegaard is not the
objects of psychological research. It is anthropological object
and philosophical explanation for humans, His insistence of
universality of despair is not about psychological universality but
existential universality, Human being itself already is in despair,

Conscious Despair and Unconscious Despair

One of understanding of Kierkegaard’s despair is on the
relationship of despair and consciousness, “Despair must be
considered primarily within the category of consciousness,”
“Consciousness is decisive---with regard to the self”?® Why does
he think of despair with consciousness important one? Why is it
decisive to conceive despair? Because it causes wholly different
results according to they are conscious of their despair or not,
“Compared with the person who is conscious of his despair, the

despairing individual who is ignorant of his despair is simply

20) Ibid., 23,
21) Ibid., 24,
22) Ibid., 29.
23) Ibid.



negativity further away from the truth and deliverance,”* For
those who are conscious of their despair, despair itself is suffering
but they know the meaning of despair and seek to cure the
despair disease, However, for those who are not conscious of
their despair, despair itself is suffering, and additionally, they
cannot live meaningful life and seek way to cure this disease,
The consciousness of despair or unconscious of despair causes
different meaning and results. Therefore, relating despair with
consciousness is decisive factor,

The poor in Matthew 5 who are hungry are the despairing
persons who know their agony and wretchedness, They seek
food for hungry, water for thirsty, justice for oppression, cure for
disease, and salvation for despair, Those whose stomachs are
full do not have reason to ask, Those who are not thirsty do not
ask water, Those who oppress do not ask justice. Those who
are health do not ask health, Those who are abundant are not
in despair, and do not cry out God, Their god is not God. They
already have their own god: filled stomach, satisfied life, and
abundance, Only those who are poor and thirsty ask God, and
seek. People in despair seek self because they are despaired by
themselves, Therefore, self in despair takes the journey for finding

self. “The more conscious, the more self; the more consciousness,

24) Ibid., 44,
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the more will; the more will, the more self.”?® The more they
realize their despair, the more they seek themselves. Despair is
motive to seek self. On the other hand, the ignorance of despair
leads them deeper despair and darker ignorance. They do not
know what they should seek.

Two Responses of Conscious Despair

Kierkegaard distinguishes two different despairs from despair
in conscious. When individuals in despair realize that current self
is in wretched, they respond two different ways, One is to seek
the real self from other places, despair over something, and the
other is to seek the self within him/herself, despair over him/
herself 2®

Kierkegaard insists that first despair over something is wrong
one. For example, those who want to be like Caesar are wrong
one. These people do not seek their true selves from themselves
but from others, What they ask are other’s self, They think of
Caesar of their ideal self and yearn to be like Caesar,?” “Essentially,
he is just as despairing, for he does not have his self, is not
himself. He would not have become himself by becoming Caesar
but would have been rid of himself, and by not becoming Caesar

he despairs over not being able to get rid of himself”?® The

25) Ibid., 29.
26) Ibid., 19,
27) Ibid.
28) Ibid.
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despair over something is not proper one, It is good starting of
despair, when they face old selves, and try to get rid of them.
However, it is wrong to look for self from others no other than
inside themselves. They should not look after other great people,
or take other’s self as theirs, The true self can be found out inside
oneself. The right despair is despair over oneself, Self in despair
tries to get rid of self.?? Self is disappointed by oneself, so tries
to remove old self and take journey of seeking true self over
themselves,

Dialectical Movement of Despair

The paradoxical aspect of human beings locating between
infinite and finite is philosophically paradox,’” the religiously
ineffable and unexplainable absolute relationship with the wholly
Other,®" and anthropologically despair.®® In the Sickness unto
Death, Kierkegaard asks whether despair is failure of life or not.
“Is despair an excellence or a defect? Purely dialectically, it is

34)

both.”*® On the one hand, despair is misfortune® in respect to

wretchedness and suffering, but on the other hand, it is prestige

29) 1hid., 19,

30) Seren Kierkegaard, Howard Vincent Hong, and Edna Hatlestad Hong, Philosophical
Fragments, Johannes Climacus (Princeton, N ]J.: Princeton University Press, 1985).

31) Seren Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling: and the Sickness Unto Death, 1st Princeton
paper ed. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968).

32) Seren Kierkegaard, Howard Vincent Hong, and Edna Hatlestad Hong, The Sickness
Unto Death: A Christian Psychological Exposition for upbuilding and Awakening.

33) Ibid., 14,
34) Ibid., 26.
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of human beings, because it is a way of journey for true self.
Kierkegaard does not think of despair as totally pessimistic
misfortune, It is a privilege which humans can obtain as spiritual
beings.

Eternity unable to reach: Despair

Why is there despair? As already mentioned above, humans
stand on the middle, His dialectical philosophy wrestles with
the tension between nonnegotiable factors: thesis and antithesis.
Human being is the very paradoxical being. Because of this
paradox, human as finite seek what they do not know, and soon
they face despair due to the very fact of finite human being,

Kierkegaard tries to articulate his philosophy with dialogue
with Socrates, They have same insistence in regard to that
humans are ignorant being, Humans are asking what they do not
know and cannot know, On the one hand, if they knew what
they ask, they would not ask, because they already know, They
do not need to ask, because they already know, But humans keep
asking, because they do not know. On the other hand, if they
did not know, they could not ask, because how could they ask of
what they did not know. In consequence, humans are ignorant,
Furthermore, they cannot ask what truth is, because they do not
know what truth is.

However, there are different opinions between Socrates

and Kierkegaard on the way how human can escape from
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this existential ignorance, Socrates insists on ‘recollection’, but
Kierkegaard insists on God’s revelation, For Socrates, truth
is immanent within human themselves, and humans forget
it. Contrary to Socrates midwife’s role to help giving birth to
wisdom, Kierkegaard insists how humans can know truth unless
real teacher show the truth, God have to tell us the truth, In
regard to human total ignorance, Kierkegaard is different with
Socrates, Kierkegaard's epistemology keeps “u-topes” in human
mind. Truth is no place, not because truth does not exist, but
because there is no way to explain it, and nobody can do it. Truth
is beyond human understanding and knowledge. Therefore,
humans who contact with eternity cannot help despairing.
“Every moments in which a human existence has become or
simply wants to be infinite, is Despair.”*® However, despair of
Kierkegaard does not remain object of curse,

Way to Salvation: Despair

Despair of Kierkegaard is a necessary course of journey toward
self. Unless finite humans despair over themselves, they cannot
face infinite, Despair motivates to seek infinity, but as soon as
people face infinity, it causes despair, Despair is blessing as well
as curse, Despair is irony, Like the enmity of Antonio Salieri, the
opponent of Mozart in the movie, Amadeus, he knew the value

of music composed by Mozart, but he could not make it, He

35) 1bid., 30.
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complained to God, He can evaluate the genius works, but could
not make it. It is curse for Salieri to know the value of Music of
Mozart but not able to compose it. It is curse for Adam to know
the Garden of Eden, but can not approach it, where is protected
by angels. Although they can imagine and dream, they cannot
approach, It is prohibited. This is despair. This is curse but it
is blessing to know eternity, Despair indicates that humans are
standing the place where they can know but they cannot know,
they can imagine but they cannot approach. They can see but
they cannot touch, They can approach but it is prohibited.

Despair is one of experiences to take seriously and to
maintain the tension between infinite and finite. If humans are
finite and limited beings unable to arrive at eternal destiny and
eternal blessings, despair is suffering, but the worst suffering
is not despair of inability reaching eternity but despair unable
to experience despair itself to eternity, “Precisely because the
sickness of despair is totally dialectical, it is the worst misfortune
never to have had that sickness.”3® Paradoxically, without
suffering and despair, the way to the eternity and truth are not
opened. The thirst for justice can seek justice and meet it

In Sickness unto Death, Kierkegaard explains several

characteristics of despair,

30) Kierkegaard, Hong, and Hong, The Sickness unto Death: A Christian Psychological
Exposition for Upbuilding and Awakening, 26.
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First, human superiority to animal is not due to erect walking,
but due to despair, “The possibility of this sickness is man’s
superiority over the animal. And this superiority distinguishes
him in quite another way than does his erect walk, for it indicates
infinite erectness or sublimity, that he is spirit.”®” Despair is not
for animal, Human is in despair, because human is standing
between infinite and finite, It is curse because limited humans
cannot eternally reach infinity like Prometheus’s useless efforts to
put a stone on top of mountain, However, the wretchedness and
distress of humans make different from animal, It is privilege.
Although humans are free from the birth, human are socially
restricted beings from birth,*® The restriction of humans make
dream of freedom and eternity, The dream change into despair,
when finite meets infinite,

Second, Christians are superior to other pagans, because of
despair, The human is superior due to despair, but Christians are
superior due to knowing way to cure this disease. “The possibility
of this sickness is the Christian’s superiority over the natural man;
to be cured of this sickness is the Christians blessedness.”>

Despair is an evidence of spiritual life, “To despair is a

37) Ibid., 14.

38) Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Victor Gourevitch, The Discourses and Other Political
Writings, Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1997).

39) Kierkegaard, Hong, and Hong, The Sickness unto Death: A Christian Psychological
Exposition for Upbuilding and Awakening, 14.
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qualification of spirit and relates to the eternal in man,”*® Human’s
spirituality and desiring for eternity lead to despair,

Third, Kierkegaard’s paradoxical epistemology on despair
regard despair as the place of happiness, “Happiness is not a
qualification of spirit, and deep, deep within the most secret
hiding place of happiness there dwells also anxiety, which is
despair; it very much wishes to be allowed to remain there,
because for despair the most cherished and desirable place to
live is in the heart of happiness.”™" Kierkegaard says that the
beauty and the lovable is happiness, but this happiness is not
the spiritual characteristics, Above already stated, despair is one
of characteristics of spiritual human, So despair and happiness
locate at the same place, From the Kierkegaard’s dialectical point
of view, despair and happiness is not antonym. Their relation
is relational and dynamic tension, not opposite, To be happy,
self must be in despair over self, and since the despair, self can
get the happy to seek for new self, Happy and despair is not
antonym but reciprocal relational terms. Human being exists
as paradoxical relational being. The more spiritual, the more
despair, “There is a God and that ‘he, he himself, his self, exists

before God-an infinite benefaction that is never gained except

40) Ibid., 17.
41) Ibid., 25.
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through despair.”* Despair is blessed road to eternity, In other
words, the theology of cross, not the theology of glory, opens the
way of infinity, Despair looks like suffering but it is qualification
of spirituality and way of salvation not a curse, This is wholly
different point of view to open new understanding on Christian

life,

4. Christian Life of Middle Day

The philosophy of Kierkegaard is not only a challenge
against philosophy of Hegel, but also a desert voice for nominal
Christians, In this chapter, I would like to call his theological
challenges “Christian life living middle day.”

Middle Day

Christian life is middle day life between suffering Holy Friday
and glorious Easter, It is neither suffering life nor glorious and
abundant paradise. Christian is the people living between
suffering cross and glorious resurrection, There are two things to
attract our attentions,

First, Jesus Christ seriously treated the suffering of Holy Friday,
He did not skip the suffering or avoid it by suffering without
body. He did not jump directly from holy Friday into resurrection
of Easter, Jesus dealt with the suffering in Holy Friday seriously.

Why did the son of God have to experience the suffering and

42) Ibid., 27,
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agony on the cross? Why does the gospel, good news, have to
include the suffering story? Nobody wants to hear suffering and
agony if they are not masochists, Can the suffering cross be the
symbol of good news?

The other is about Holy Saturday, After death, he remained in
the tomb and silenced. During his ministry, he announced the
message and rose his voice for many people “Kingdom of God
was near’ but anybody could not hear the voice any more, He
silenced as like there was no hope. It was the time that disciples
following Jesus were frightened, and regretted their following.
However, Jesus was in this silenced and scared time, His people
were full of fright and hid themselves, but Jesus silenced. He
did not help them, Like loser he remained in his tomb, Where is
hope? Where is his promise for kingdom of God?

What he showed in Holy Saturday is the truth that good
news should take the silent time in the tomb and the impotent
vulnerable time of omnipotent God for the time of glorious
resurrection, Salvation does not only indicate the glory of Easter,
Without the time of suffering of Holy Friday and the silence and
despair of Holy Saturday, there is no resurrection, Salvation is
accomplished through the suffering and glory., The redemption
from Jesus Christ and procedure for truth is not possible without
either one of the suffering holy Friday or the glorious Easter,

Despite of already given redemption for us, remaining in suffering
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may be foolish, nevertheless, easily trying to jump into glorious
life of resurrection is to make the valuable theology of cross sold
in bargain sale, As Bonhoeffer's theology, the redemption of cross
is free grace, but the redemption itself is precious, Redemption
is given at the expense of only begotten Son. It is incomparable
price, but God give us free, It is free but expensive one. It is given
free, but we cannot treat it worthlessly, Christians in Kierkegaard’s
state religion Christianity or contemporary modern church tend
to jump into the peaceful territory or glorious life skipping the
suffering life of Holy Friday, They are selling the gospel in cheap
grace. There remains only a religion for comfort, no tension,
trembling and mystery of faith,

Christian joy of salvation is not completed yet, but on the way
of becoming, Christian life is mid-life between, It already touched
eternal salvation but it was still approaching to eternity embracing
the limitation and suffering of humans. “Then the kingdom of
God already had come upon you."* Eternity is already upon us,
and salvation penetrated into this world, However, next moment
we face that the kingdom of God is not completed yet, At the
moment when we see the reality of “here and now,” we realize
that we do not arrive at it yet. Christian is living the paradox
of “already and not yet” of the kingdom of God, Christian life

already left the suffering of holy Friday, but does not arrived the

43) Matthew 12: 28,
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Easter yet, They are paradoxically expecting and living the Easter
life, and simultaneously embracing the suffering of holy Friday
and the silence of Holy Saturday,

The middle day life of Christian is new life between the happy
life and the suffering life. It is voluntarily to bear one’s cross,
Gospel is not only sweet to hear and promise material abundance
and peace, but also bitter news of bearing one’s own cross,
Gospel invites us to the new territory nobody knows, It is good
news not to bear my problematic and suffering life, but it does
not mean dualism. The invitation of Jesus Christ is to change my
life and suffering, It invites us to attend voluntarily at suffering
of cross for others, In Matthew 11: 28 “Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest,” It is definitely
good invitation, but he suggests “Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for T am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls, For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light” To take a rest he invites us to take a yoke, It is paradox.
To remove our burden, it requires taking another burden. Jesus
promised new freedom, but he invites us decide to bear our cross
or not. It is freewill attending at suffering. He can take off my
selfish suffering burdens, but he invites me to bear altruistic cross.

Voluntary cross look after the despair in consciousness. As
stated above, it is different to live in understanding despair from

just to live in despair in ignorance, This voluntary cross is to take



suffering cross in understanding the meaning of suffering. Both
of them have one thing in common, that their meaning of cross
and despair are different from before,

Not “Despite of -+-” but “Because of-+-"

Another characteristic of Christian living middle day is
that redemption is given not despite of human limitation and
finiteness, but because of the very limited existence. The
dialectics of Kierkegaard does not curse the finiteness of humans,
One reason why human can seek infinity is human finiteness, Not
despite of human time spatial limitation and sins, but because of
the fact that human is limited existence to time and space, human
can approach to eternity, Not despite of despair but because of
despair, human can reach redemption, The environment which
defines fish is water. Sky is place for birds flying. Humans are
bound to the category of space and time, and cannot leave, To
define is to limit, Are these limitations restrictions or curses? Is
limiting fish into water curse? Water is limitation but because
of the limitation, fish can swim freely. If fish could fly in sky,
the freedom would be affirmed as curse, Because of spatial
limitation, birds can fly, It cannot enjoy freedom in water,
Likewise, limited human can seek freedom and eternity because
of the very finiteness, not despite of human limitations, Human
despair, suffering and tears of Kierkegaard are disease taken after

realizing the finite before the infinite, Despair is not the disease
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to death but a way of salvation, Not despite of bitter experience
but because of it, humans reach truth and salvation. Not despite
of human paradoxical existence, but because of it, humans can
know truth,

Not Despite of Bodiness Because of Bodiness

The optimistic understanding of finiteness leads to another
understanding of human body, Human desiring to know truth
has deep relation with body. Human endless journey for truth
is possible not by despite of human finiteness but because of it
The finite body enables us to reach it. Body become easily sick,
anguish and hungry, but theses defects are departure of asking
what is salvation and happiness,

From time to time intelligence of head may forget, but body
remembers. The memory of experience is not in head but in
body. The memory of life, that is, joy, sorrow, death, suffering
is on our body. Even if intelligence of head forgets experiences
of life, wrinkled face will tell the sore or happy experiences.
Disabled body will describe how much war or traffic accident
was painful and unforgettable, Furthermore, body can not only
remember but also describe, It describes the longing for salvation
or hope., Sometimes body tells something which cannot express
in word or letter, Tears in eye and praying hands are describing
the desiring of soul and pains in depth beyond ability of

intelligence or word,



The body of Jesus Christ is important text describing the
ineffable hope and suffering beyond words. The wounds of Jesus
hands tell us what salvation is, The wound of feet was the story
of impotence of omnipotent God on the cross. Jesus is the son of
God, but he could not save even his own life, The wounds of head
done by thorns told a betrayal from his people having shouted
“Hosanna, hosannal” one week ago, The waist wound described
the failed reality of education of three years, Every disciple ran
away, His flowing blood from body was social unjust reality in
which the poor and the weak were beaten and treated unfairly,
His body was the results of human cruel sins; betrayal, mistrust,
selfish leadership of religious leaders, However, simultaneously
it embodied the good news which everybody wanted to hear,
Our bodies remember suffering, but are also conscious and
unconscious outcry for help and salvation.*” The body of
Christ tells us that Jesus is God not despite of his bodiness and
weakness, but because of his fully humanness. God is omnipotent
not because God is free from suffering but because God can
experience suffering by godself. The omnipotent God can be
revealed not from sky but within the incompetence on the cross,

Because of Suffering

The paradox of Kierkegaard about suffering also responds

44) *We do not know what we ought to prayfor, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
with groans that words cannot express” (Rome 8: 20).
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differently, Suffering is not curse, Jesus did not embrace the
bodiness of God as curse, but embraced human finiteness
humbly. God did not pass over the cross without suffering
and jumped into the glory of resurrection. Jesus embraced the
human defection and limitation, neither pretending human nor
experiencing only spiritually like Docetism. Jesus embodied
fully humanness and experienced shame and suffering, Why
did omnipotent God have to experience suffering? Why does
salvation accomplish through the impotence of Jesus Christ on the
cross? What does apostle’s creed that we believe omnipotent God
mean?

The suffering is not obstacle of truth, Human can reach
salvation by suffering, The reason why God became human was
the omnipotence, Because of human limitation, humans begin
to seek truth and salvation, Because of the impotence of cross,
omnipotent God tell us, Because of God’s hiddenness in the
impotence, God can reveal godself,

Those who long for meeting Jesus are the sick, the poor, the
thirst for justice, the hungry for love, the abandoned, and the
marginal outside of law, Those who are full in their stomach, rich
and have vested rights did not want to meet Jesus, They did not
need Jesus, their rich materiality satisfy their needs, and blind
their spiritual reality. There is no place for God at the heart of the

rich,
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The meaning of suffering on the journey of faith to live
Christian life of resurrection is well revealed in the body of
mother, Baby, the fruit of joy and love, is accomplished by the
ten months journey of mothers suffering and endurance, Joy of
new baby is not given by itself. The journey of mother for new
life begins with embodying an alien substance in her body, and
she should share everything with the alien including nutrition
and even emotion. This uncomfortable living together reaches
the summit at the moment of giving birth, New baby comes out
ripping mother’s body and bleeding. The pain of giving birth
is suffering, but it is not meaningless one. It is joyful suffering.
Can it be accomplished to give birth to new baby without pain,
endurance and ripping body? Love can go together with pain and
suffering, Loving is hurt, Loving other is sacrificing oneself, It is
positive stress,

Is it possible for salvation to be completed without suffering
of cross? No, It is irony. The suffering and happy is not antonym
from this point of view, They are the other side name of
same coin on the journey of faith, The suffering of mother
has indescribable meanings; it is not just suffering. It is happy
suffering, Not despite of suffering, but because of it, mother can
be real mother, The suffering itself is not purpose, but suffering
enables to obtain life. Can Jesus Christ accomplish the salvation

without suffering on the cross? The agony and suffering is not
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option but essential way for accomplishing salvation, Suffering
is a part of necessary journey for resurrection. Suffering itself is
not purpose but necessary way to salvation, To live Christian life
full of resurrected joy and truth is to seek and to take paradoxical

journey of faith, and it can be accomplished because of suffering.

Conclusion

Kierkegaard’s reflections on despair and the in-between
nature of human existence shed profound light on the life of
Christian soldiers, Military service, often regarded merely as an
interruption marked by hardship and suffering, can instead be
seen as an existential space analogous to Holy Saturday—a life
suspended between the suffering of the Cross and the glory of
the Resurrection, This perspective does not trivialize the pain of
the present; rather, it insists that genuine faith does not bypass
despair but endures within it

Despair, far from being a mere defect, is the mark of humanity’s
spiritual dignity, It reveals both our finitude and our yearning for
eternity, exposing us to the paradox of seeking what we cannot
fully grasp. For Kierkegaard, this paradox is not an obstacle but
the very condition through which authentic selfhood and true
faith emerge. Thus, the Christian soldier’s life is not wasted in
suffering; it is transfigured into a site of faithful becoming, where

the tension between cross and resurrection is lived out concretely,
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To embrace this “middle day” existence is to resist the
temptation of cheap grace—the illusion of leaping prematurely
into the glory of Easter while ignoring the cost of Good Friday
and the silence of Holy Saturday. Instead, it calls for a faith that
remains steadfast in the present reality of suffering while hoping
in the promise of eternal life, In this way, Kierkegaard reminds us
that the Christian soldier’s life is not merely one of endurance, but
of spiritual formation: a journey in which despair becomes the

very passage toward selfhood, hope, and the mystery of salvation,
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