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Words matter; therefore, we should choose our words
carefully, During one of my field training exercise, we debated
the definition of the word neutralize, Its original meaning, to
render the enemy ineffective, was hotly debated for three hours
during a commander and staff mission briefing, We intended to
accurately express our commander’s original intent, The debate
centered around an understanding of at what point an enemy
is neutralized., Was it when we destroyed a percentage of their
combat capability or when we had inflicted enough loss for
them to lose their will to fight? After our debate, we settled on a
different word that accurately captured the commander’s desired
intent, Words matter in war,

Words matter! Therefore, when we talk about military ministry,
using the right words can lead us in different directions, There

is a clear distinction between military missions and military
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evangelism, When we hear military evangelism, our mental
images are filled with evangelism festivals organized by our
churches for communities who look, sound, and think like we do
to come to our church and hear the gospel. On the other hand,
military missions conjure images of mission conferences with our
overseas missionaries who work with people who do not look,
sound, or think like we do to share stories about the joys and
frustrations of cross-cultural ministry,

Missions and evangelism are both in the heart and mind of
our eternal God of glory and are essential to bringing His chosen
people to salvation through the gospel of Jesus Christ. They
differ, however, in their target audience and their approach, While
evangelism is tactical in its focus on people who look, sound,
and think like us, mission is a strategic operation that provides
tactics and guidance to our efforts. This is why we use military
missions instead of evangelism when discussing chaplaincy.
Words matter when we speak of military chaplaincy; therefore, it
is worth reconsidering how we conduct military missions within
the framework of military evangelism,

In Daegu, there is a place called Cheongra Hill, meaning green
ivy, that was the home of the first generation of missionaries
when they came to Korea in the 1880s. Recently, I climbed that
hill, and T could still feel the passion of the early missionaries

who embraced Korea with the heart of Christ despite the spiritual

ZH W, HH23(248)_11.14(612)_280p.indd 14 $ 2023-11-15 2& 102322124



——

Words matter! | 15

depravity that prevailed in the land of the morning calm. Their
fervent love for Jesus led them to fully embrace the Korean people
and culture even though Korea remained largely unchanged.,
They were missionaries who evangelized, They built hospitals,
schools, and churches, awakened the uneducated people, and
embraced Korea with the heart of Christ,

Their enduring love for Jesus and Korea awakened a nation
from its spiritual slumber, Their strategic vision for God’s plan for
the nation and the people near and dear to the heart of God is
one reason we proudly stand among the world’s leading nations,
We are grateful for their dedication, In the same way that those
early missionaries embraced the peaceful land of Joseon with
the heart of Christ, we must embrace the military with the same
missionary zeal. There is talk that the place of military missions
is gradually shrinking, and windows of opportunities are waning.
Are our nation and our military being challenged by the rise of
the NONEs(people with no religious affiliation in the United States)? This
new generation is digitally connected and politically skeptical in
our increasingly divided society.

This new generation is incredibly challenging for a military
entrusted by our society tasked with protecting the freedom and
prosperity of the nation in transition. Military culture requires
physical and mental strength to fulfill its sacred duty. Our

societal change has several catalysts. One is the emergence of
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military human rights movements, They seek to demote soldiers
from being military professionals to being just another civilian
organization that needs protection from itself. This is also the
case in the United States, If trainees experience excessive stress,
the human rights movement demands they get a reprieve from
rigorous training, While this might be fine on the football pitch,
our enemy will not blow its whistle and offer our soldiers a water
break in combat,

While some organizations are trying to reduce the combat
effectiveness of our soldiers, my three combat deployments
have taught me the power of chaplains as military missionaries
offering soldiers faith and the strength of spirit to overcome
unspeakable horrors, Unleashing the human spirit through faith
is the most significant combat power a nation can give its people
and soldiers. The war in Ukraine has shown us that real combat
power (RCP) is an equation where tangible combat power (TCP) is
multiplied by intangible combat power (CP) to give us RCP, We
saw this during the Korean War at the Battle of Nakdong River,
Military human rights groups discourage commanders from
addressing the importance of encouraging soldiers to explore
their spiritual lives and religious activities under the guise of
protecting their soldiers’ rights to choose not to be religious,

Had we been carrying out military missions in a military

evangelism manner, we would have been better equipped to
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Words matter! | 17

address the questions and concerns of a third of our nation who
identify as non-religious affiliated or Nones, In the missionary
spirit of those who fell in love with Korea, today is the day to
commit ourselves to changing the words to reflect our strategic
imperative better, Our soldiers want more and deserve more
than a chocolate pie and a pat on the back, If we are to make
a difference in the lives of our soldiers, we need a missionary
strategy that encompasses the whole person, including military
evangelism. Like those pioneering missionaries, we must embrace
a people, language, and culture that increasingly feels foreign to
us with the heart of Christ, We must embrace the entire military,
including the Nones,

Suppose we view only the soldiers who attend our military
church as God’s image bearers, In that case, we need a fresh
vision and strategy that embraces all soldiers, whether they
attend Mass, go to Buddhist temples, or have no interest in
religious activities, It is time to revisit the strategy used by the
early missionaries who tirelessly embraced all Daegu citizens,
regardless of the weather or hardships they faced on Cheongra
Hill. Military missions must regain trust and a good reputation
across the military and society, Military missions must be
welcomed by the military and by every member therein, Let us
embrace the military and serve the military!

The environment for military evangelism has not suddenly
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deteriorated, It gradually deteriorated as a strong undercurrent in
our society, but we failed to detect the subtle changes over time,
More than tactical operations are required to respond to strategic
changes. We desperately need a new level of strategy for military
missions that appropriately respond to this constant change,

May our great God, greater than the universe, add grace to the
new military mission’s strategy that embraces the entire military,
The new strategy will set the conditions for a feasible, desirable,
and sustainable environment for military missions where religious
activities are encouraged and promoted freely without fear of
investigation by military human rights groups. Words matter, so
I leave you with a proverb, “The best time to plant a tree was

twenty years ago, and the second-best time is today.”
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Abstract

Pastoral care for Healing of Soldier in early adulthood

Nam Gi Ahn

This study sought pastoral care for the healing of warriors in early
adulthood, especially those who grew up in dysfunctional families,

In Chapter 1, it was assumed that most of the soldiers who showed
symptoms of maladaptation to service at the beginning of their military
service did not experience safe relationships with good people in the
early stages of their lives, At the beginning of their enlistment, they feel
absolutely lonely, suppress their emotions, complain of pain that makes
it difficult to breathe, feel vague anxiety, and depression may appear as
a somatized symptom, For warriors with these symptoms, meeting with
a military chaplain, who can be considered a safe and warm person,
can be an opportunity for healing and change.

In Chapter 2, the characteristics of chaplaincy care by military
chaplains are described. The researcher defined pastoral care as
chaplain counseling in a broad sense that goes beyond the realm of
pastoral counseling. It is said that the characteristic that distinguishes
it from general counseling is that it has five spiritual resources.
Counseling by a military chaplain is something special compared to
general counseling, where sermons, prayers, Bibles, churches, and
public visits can be considered means of grace., Military chaplains must
be able to utilize these resources and be used as a tool to heal the souls
of warriors through personal counseling and character training.

In Chapter 3, the researcher presented a sermon for trainees in

the early stages of enlistment as an actual pastoral care program, A
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sermon with a counseling flow helps warriors face their own problems,
counseling for help becomes a point of contact, and it has a preventive
function to overcome problems wisely,

In Chapter 4, the identity of the military chaplain who cares for
souls was emphasized, A military chaplain’s pastoral care can be
implemented by taking on the dual role of a priest and staff officer and
utilizing religious resources and resources from official military chaplain
activities according to the needs of the soldiers, Above all, it has an
identity as a being who cares for wounded and wandering warriors who
do not receive sufficient care at home, school, and in the military,

Through theological reflections on the care programs and care
ministries implemented during his ministry as a military chaplain, the
researcher argued that the military is a field of pastoral care for healing

beyond the understanding that it is a field of missions.

Key Words
Pastoral care, Counseling by a military chaplain, spiritual resources,

dysfunctional warrior, healing
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Abstract

Theological Implications of Viking's Conversion

Kyu Chul Lee

This study examines the theological implications of the conversion
of the Vikings, who are synonymous with raids and invasions, to
Christianity, The conversion of the Vikings is a turning point that opens
a new chapter in evangelism along with the end of the Viking Age, and
implies a transition in the history of European civilization,

Until the Vikings abandoned Thor, acknowledged God as the
supreme God, and converted to Christianity, Europe was truly suffering,
and the long-awaited missionary aspirations for the gospel increased.
The conversion of Vikings shows the characteristics of collective
conversion with each Viking tribe as minor Viking kings converted to
Christianity.

The conversion of the Vikings owes much to the missionary zeal
of the missionaries for the conversion of the Vikings. The conversion
of the Vikings has great significance in the history of civilization that
Europe and Scandinavia were united through Christian culture and
civilization by ending the invasion of the barbaric Vikings and accepting
the advanced Christian culture of Europe. In this respect, the conversion
of the Vikings is evaluated to be positioned as a transition mechanism
of civilization that promotes the transformation of medieval society

beyond Christian missionary significance,
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Abstract

What Kind of Counselor is A Military Chaplain?
-centering around the US. Military Chaplain’s Role and
Tendency Analysis

Joseph Jeon

This paper as a literature research is to clarify what kind of counselor
is a military chaplain? centering around the US military chaplain’s role
and tendency analysis. Military chaplains are recognized to have a dual
role as an officer and a pastor, as they hold the position of ‘clergy in
uniform. In recent times, the counseling aspect of their duties has been
emphasized, leading to their perception as counselors in addition to
their roles as officers and pastors.

(1) There is a growing trend in the US military to emphasize the
counseling role of military chaplains as religious liaison officers. While
the role and situation of religious affairs of chaplains between the US
military and the Korean military differs significantly, but Korean military
chaplains should also be able to take charge of civil affairs related to
religion as counseling experts with more expertise in civil affairs, ) In
this research, it has been revealed that military chaplains, as counseling
specialists for psycho-spiritual therapy, play a crucial role and function
in resolving the psycho-spiritual issues of soldiers in highly stressful
military situations characterized by anxiety and fear, They contribute
to preventing non-combat losses and enhancing combat effectiveness.
(3) As counselors for evangelism, military chaplains were called upon
to fulfill their unique role as pastors by utilizing their counseling

skills to provide comfort and guidance to soldiers who are exposed to
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psycho-spiritual issues, with the goal of proclaiming the Christian faith,
Military chaplains are officially recognized as agents of evangelism,
so they should seize opportunities in worship service, preaching,
and counseling to fulfill their pastoral calling, engage in evangelistic
activities, and participate in the ministry of salvation.

In this study, the researcher emphasized the need to further
emphasize and strengthen CPE as a means to enhance the counseling
capabilities of military chaplains. The researcher also highlighted the
importance of systematizing counselor education and clinical training,
including expanding counseling-related subjects and educational hours
in the OBC and OAC to enhance job competency. Furthermore, the
researcher suggested that military chaplains should receive training
from supervisory-level counselors following the clinical support
system in collaboration with counseling associations, Therefore, it was
proposed to support military chaplains in acquiring counseling-related
qualifications as a means of capacity-building, similar to the approach
in the US military, by providing support for obtaining counseling

credentials during their active duty,

Key Words
Military chaplain, Christian counseling, pastoral counseling, military

counseling, mental health, U.S. military
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Abstract

Military Chaplains and Mental Health Clinicians

-Overlapping Roles and Collaborative Opportunities-

Denise C. Cooper et al
translated by Joseph Jeon

Military chaplains and mental health clinicians have unique
professional roles and functions within the Department of Defense.
However, they also have intersecting roles in delivering care to service
members with mental health issues. Although diagnosis and treatment
of clinical disorders is the primary focus of mental health clinicians,
military chaplains are often the first contact made by service members
seeking help for mental health concerns, due in part to issues of
greater accessibility, ensured confidentiality, and less stigma. There
is growing recognition of the importance of spirituality in the well-
being and readiness of service members, as many mental health issues
have a spiritual dimension. As a result, chaplains and mental health
clinicans often address many of the same issues, albeit with different
approaches, This review examines overlap in the work of chaplains and
mental health clinicians and contrasts their complementary treatment
approaches, These overlapping issues and complementary approaches
highlight the potential for greater collaboration between these two
professional groups, which could be beneficial for the care of service
members,

Impact Statement: This article summarizes the complementary roles
played by chaplains and mental health clinicians working in active duty

military settings to address mental health concerns. Several examples of
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military programs that integrate both spiritual and psychological health
constructs related to overall mental health are summarized, in an effort

to promote greater integration of these services.

Key Words
military chaplains, mental health clinicians, interventions,

collaboration, spirituality
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Abstract

A Study on Military Mission Strategy from the Perspective of
Leslie Newbegin's Mission Theology

Hee Joon OH

Large Scale Military Baptism and church building have been
suggested as the most effective military mission strategies as military
missions began in the Korean military, According to this mission
strategy, the Korean church united and devoted all its energies to
large scale military baptism and church building. However, today, the
environment of the military, the mission field, is changing, and the
cultural environment experienced by the enlisted soldiers is changing.
Military mission strategies applying quantitative growth can no longer
change young people, and change cannot be made in practical life,

The Korean church proclaims that the warriors became Christians
through large scale military baptism, However, the warriors who were
baptized lack the recognition that they are Christians or have no change
in their lives. They also deny that they have been baptized or perceive it
as an event in the church, Although this military mission strategy played
a positive role in the Korean church and military, negative aspects
appeared and it was discovered that a new military mission strategy was
needed.

Accordingly, the researcher intends to apply Leslie Newvigin’s
military missionary strategy from a missionary theological point of view
so that the new generation of warriors can become Christians who live

missionary lives through military life,
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The Role of Chaplain in Becoming a Truly Strong Military
. Mediating Levinas's Ethics of the Other
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Abstract

The Role of Chaplain in Becoming a Truly Strong Military
: Mediating Levinas’s Ethics of the Other

Dae Ho Jeong

The purpose of this paper is to suggest that our military, which
pursues ‘peace through force, must have an ethic of others in order to
become a true guardian of peace, and that the role of military chaplains
is necessary for this, North Korea’s nuclear weapons and increasingly
sophisticated missile capabilities pose a real threat to South Korea’
s security, In addition, the paradigm that the ROK Armed Forces will
suppress war with strong military power to protect the country and
people and maintain peace in the Republic of Korea in response to
continued military provocations seems appropriate,

However, the pursuit of strength from the perspective of maintaining
one’s existence becomes a factor that violates human rights by
representing soldiers as combat forces rather than people, and in
the military, which is a male-dominated group, strength is linked to
masculinity and is the cause of the formation of a gender-discriminatory
culture, This abnormal military culture can become a fatal security
threat in today’s era of unconventional warfare,

Therefore, in order to become a strong military that protects
true peace, ethics must be supported, 1 propose Levinass ideas that
emphasize responsibility for others as ethics for the pursuit of true
strength. Levinas raises the question of the infinite use of freedom for
the maintenance of one’s existence and says that true subjectivity is one

who is “Sub(down)-jectum(throw)” by all beings and supports them as a
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whole, that is, taking responsibility for everything,

The role of religion is necessary to awaken the subject to true
subjectivity with responsibility for others, Levinas believed that through
the concept of infinity given by God, the subject can break away from
the ontological mindset of self-identification and become an ethical
subject with responsibility for others. In this way, if the meaning
of God and religion is necessary to form an ethics of responsibility
toward others, the role of a military chaplain is necessary to become a
truly strong military supported by an ethics of responsibility. Military
chaplains must become military prophets and continuously remind
themselves of their responsibility toward others, and their chaplaincy

activities must be based on the self-emptiness and love for neighbors.

Key Words
Military, peace through strength, Levinas, ethics of the other, military

chaplain
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